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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent a malfunction due to a maintenance pulse by 
dividing either. of row and column electrodes into plural groups and delaying 
" the leading time of maintenance pulses impressed on the respective groups 
of electrodes. 

CONSTITUTION: When the maintenance control pulses are periodically 
supplied to the input terminal of a sustain ST circuit 31, they are 
sequentially delayed by delay circuits 41 to 4(N-1) by (td) minutes and 
supplied to the input terminals of ST circuits 32-3N. Accordingly, on the 
groups of the column electrodes GX1, GX2... t the maintenance pulses whose 
leading times are different by td in the adjacent groups are impressed. 
Therefore, the peak times of displacement and discharge currents flowing 
to the groups GX1-GXN are different by the time td in the adjacent groups. 
Then, the peak value of the displacement and discharge currents flowing to 
all the column electrodes is decreased. Similarly to row electrodes Y, the 
outputs of delay circuits 61 to 6(M-1) are supplied to the input terminals of 
acjjacent ST circuits in the ST circuits 51-5M. 
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